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Open source software is gaining momentum in several forms. In addition to
the huge increase in the number of open source projects started and the remarkable rise of FLOSS adoption by companies and governments, new models
of participation in the movement are emerging rapidly. For instance, companies
are increasingly releasing some of their proprietary software systems as open
source on one hand and acquiring open source software on the other hand. For
all these forms of involvement, a central question is how to build and maintain a
sustainable ecosystem around the open source projects. Sustainability issues of
open source extends beyond the technical challenges of building project infrastructure covering other important aspects related to business, economic, legal,
social, and cultural dimensions. Long term sustainability will be the theme of
OSS 2012 to be held in Tunisia. We think that the OSS community could start
discussing the theme by exchanging related experiences, sharing relevant concerns, and proposing topics of interest.

