QCOW file

Backing file
(base image)

QCOW file

(a) shared image

r

.

Read
Read/Write
Hypervisor
Read/Write
Read

N\

Base Image '«

\
Clone «

VM disk

Read

Read/Write

r

.

Hypervisor

Write
rite

\

VM disk

W Read/Write
\
q Read

(b) no shared image



